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.and that which appears to us, whose view is necessarily
limited, as simply evil, may, when considered by an infinite
intelligence, as part of the general order of things, be abso-
lutely good. God does not will sin as sin, but as a necessary
part of a generally perfect system.
Here, however, in front of that ultimate mystery which
occurs in all speculation, I must take leave of this singular
thinker. In a frequently-quoted passage, Mackintosh speaks
of his ' power of subtle argument, perhaps unmatched, cer-
tainly unsurpassed amongst men.' The eulogy seems to
be rather overstrained, unless we measure subtlety of thought
rather by the complexity and elaboration of its embodiment
than by the keenness of the thought itself. But that Ed-
wards possessed extraordinary acuteness is as clear as it is
singular that so acute a man should have suffered his intel-
lectual activity to be restrained within such narrow fetters.
Placed in a different medium, under the same circumstances,
for example, as Hume or Kant, he might have developed. a.
system of metaphysics comparable in its effect upon, the
history of thought to the doctrines of either, of those thinkers.
He was, one might fancy, formed by nature to be a German
professor, and accidentally dropped into the American
forests. Far away from the main currents of speculation,
ignorant of the conclusions reached by his most cultivated
contemporaries, and deriving his intellectual sustenance
chiefly from an obsolete theology, with some vague know-
ledge of the English followers of Locke, his mind never
expanded itself freely. Yet, even after making allowance for
his secluded life, we are astonished at the powerful grasp
which Calvinism, in its expiring age, had laid upon so pene-
trating an intellect. The framework of dogma was so
powerful, that the explosive force of Edwards' speculations,